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Privacy in 2001 the Commonwealth  and Victorian Governments introduced legislation that deals with the manner in which public and private sector organisations may 
record, use, store and disclose information, including health information collected from individuals.  This parish is committed to upholding and implementing the Privacy 
Principles set out in the legislation. The  ARCHCIOCESE is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 

VISION STATEMENT :  
“Sacred Heart Parish is a joyful Catholic community in which, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, the love of Christ is 
offered through worship, sacraments, education, pastoral and charitable outreach and the lived witness of Gospel 
values in order to nurture, sustain and support the growth of the Catholic faith in Croydon and beyond. ” 

 

Sacred Heart Parish, Croydon 

(

* contact@sacredheartcroydon.org 
: www.sacredheartcroydon.org 

Parish Office Hours    
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 3.30 pm.  
 

Parish Priest  
Fr Len Size 

Assistant Priest 
Fr. Maria Raju Godavarthi 

Parish Secretaries 
Mrs Susan Boysen 
Mrs Lynn Kuczera  

Sacred Heart Primary School: 
Principal: Mr Brian Grace 
E: principal@shcroydon.catholic.edu.au 
P: 9724 4333 W: www.shcroydon.com 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptism will be celebrated by  
appointment following a  Baptism Prep-
aration Program. 

Sacrament of Marriage:  
By appointment with at least  
6 months notice. 

Sacred Heart Retreat Centre 
For Bookings  
Contact Robby on  0422 189 329 

St Vincent de Paul 
If assistance is required, contact  
St Vincent de Paul: 1800 305 330  (Free 
Call) 

Care Group 
Maree Minogue: 0402 310 617 

Young at Heart Club 
Lorna Nardella 9723 2198 

Seniors Group 
Wilma De Jong 0488 776 294 

Catholic Women’s League 
Christine Koelewyn 9725 4318 
Choir 
Faye Hewitt 9723 6089 
 

¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ  

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦ 
 

P   Please consider the environment when 
youôre finished with this publication

Please pray for:  
 

We pray for all who are 

sick, especially  

Doris Coelho, Noel Raven 

and John Yap. We pray for those 

parishioners that are unable to be 

among us this weekend, for Ellen 

Mc Bride who has died recently 

and those whose anniversary, oc-

curs at this time, especially Patrick 

Dalton, Domenico and Chiarina 

Soccio.  

  
 

Baptisms  
The Sacrament of Baptism will be 

celebrated by appointment after 

attending a Baptism Preparation 

Programme. Please contact the 

parish office if you have any que-

ries or would like to book a Bap-

tism. 
 

 

Entrance Antiphon  
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In 

you, I have trusted; let me not be put to 

shame. Nor let my enemies exult over 

me; and let none who hope in you be 

put to shame.  

First Reading (Yr C)  
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Responsorial Psalm (Yr C)  
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.  

Second Reading  (Yr C)  

1 Thessalonians 3:12 - 4:2 
Gospel Acclamation  (Yr C)  
Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mer-

cy and love, and grant us your salvation.  

 Alleluia!  

Gospel (Yr C)  
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

Communion Antiphon (Yr C)   
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our 

earth shall yield its increase.  

 

recessed arch on the façade that gives a 
sense of nobility and depth. Low arcaded 
side aisles once contained altars for private 
Masses. 
The buildings around the chapel are plainer, 
designed in the graceful American-inspired 
óinstitutionalô idiom of the 1930s – some-
times called American college style. There 
is a small and elegant bellcote above the 
central bay and all are enriched with fine 
architectural detail, outside and in. The 
craftsmanship throughout is of a very high 
standard – brickwork, joinery and fittings. 
The refectory and library with original fur-
niture are intact and cared for. 
As autumn is followed by winter, so was 
the flourishing of vocations followed by 
decline. The early 1960s brought the Sec-
ond Vatican Council and a degree of tur-
moil in the Church that followed in its 
wake. Historians still debate the extent of 
cause and effect, but the fact is that in the 
years after Vatican 11, religious vocations – 
and those to the secular priesthood – fell 
precipitately. The short-term effect of the 
decline was cushioned by the large number 
of clergy and religious from the boom years 
who were still in early to late middle age. 
But by the 1980s, as these retired or died, it 
was clear that many of the grand buildings 
were becoming very empty. 
This, in a nutshell, was the fate of the Sa-
cred Heart Monastery at Croydon. It was 
just one of several buildings that became 
too large to be used by their orders (there 
are other examples in the archdiocese at 
Templestowe, Donvale and elsewhere) and, 
dispiriting though it must have been, re-
trenchment was necessary. 
In 1985 the order grasped the nettle and 
moved its reduced number of students to 
Sydney for seminary studies. The monas-
tery and the five acres around it were of-
fered for sale. In 1991 the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne bought the buildings and land as 
the site of the new merged parish of Croy-
don and East Ringwood. 
A church was needed for the new parish. 
The monastic chapel, with room for only 
about 100 people, was too small, but it was 
capable of extension. The question was, 
how should it be extended? Ought it to con-
tinue in a linear direction with more bays to 
the nave and a larger chancel and perhaps 
transepts? Should the new work be in the 
same style and materials as the chapel and 
monastic buildings or should it be contem-
porary and obviously new? 
The decision was made that the extension 

ADVENT 
2nd December 2018 

continued on back  page 

Monastic origin of a modern church 
The three decades from the 1930s to the early 1960s were not so much a springtime as a high 
summer for religious orders in Australia. Vocations were booming and many orders built 
large new convents and monasteries or seminaries for their students in formation. A particu-
larly imposing example of this was the new monastery built for the Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart on a superb hilltop site in what was then the semi-rural outer eastern district of Croy-
don, east of Melbourne. Archbishop Mannix laid the foundation stone 80 years ago, on Sun-
day 23rd April 1938. Just under a year later, on an autumn day in April 1939, he returned to 
bless and open the new monastery. 
The Sacred Heart Monastery was designed as the orderôs seminary. It was built around a lofty 
chapel and was made up of library, cloisters, classrooms, refectory, kitchens and domestic 
offices. There was accommodation for 65 students, 10 priests and several lay brothers. It was 
and is a very attractive group of buildings. The chapel is in the centre with arcaded cloisters 
on either side linking the north and south wings. The monastic buildings were planned as a U, 
with the western section in a gentle curve and an enclosed cloistered garden around the chap-
el. The chapel and monastery are built of a soft creamy prink brick which glows in the sun-
light. 
The architect was Lionel D San Miguel of Collins Street, Melbourne, who designed a number 
of other Catholic buildings in the archdiocese and beyond between the 1930s and the 1950s, 
among the churches of St Anthonyôs, Fairfield, and Our Lady of Good Counsel, Deepdene. 
His designs for Croydon (which can still be seen, preserved and framed) emphasised the im-
portance of the chapel, not only by placing it on the central axis of the plan but in the relative 
richness of its structure and detail compared to the rest of the monastery buildings. The chapel 
is in Neo-Romanesque style with fine detailing, lofty in relation to its width, with a deeply 

Weekend Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm, Neocatechumenal Mass 

7.30pm,  Sunday 8.15am and 10.15am  

Weekday Masses Tuesday to Saturday:  9.30 am  (Note: on 2nd Thursday 

monthly  Seniors Mass is at 10:30am, this Mass replaces the 9.30 am Mass)  

Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation: Friday after 9.30 am Mass and 

Saturday 5.30 pm until  6.00 pm  

should be seen as uncompromisingly new. 
The new church would not be a continuation 
of the original in traditional linear plan, with 
the altar at the far end, but broad and almost 
rectangular with the pews arranged on a 
semi-circular plan, with raked or sloping 
floor like a theatre, so that the congregation 
could surround the altar and everyone would 
have an unimpeded view of the liturgical 
action. 
Architect Graeme Law and his firm drew up 
the design, which effectively is a new self-
contained church attached to the nave of the 
old chapel, which itself now serves both as 
the portal to the new building and as an 
elongated narthex or gathering space. Exter-
nally the chapel and cloisters remain as be-
fore, except that the former apsidal sanctu-
ary and sacristies have been demolished to 
make space for the new church. The original 
nave roof is marginally lower than the 
pitched roof of the new church, which is 
visible in outline above the far end of the 
chapel roof. 
The new church extend into the grassed cen-
tral space enclosed by the cloister and the U-
shaped monastic buildings. From within the 
cloister the church is seen in all its dignified 
simplicity of structure, the ridge of its roof 
sweeping down to a single low-gabled bay 
behind the altar, the brick walls of its central 
axis rising above the glass curtain which 
surrounds the nave space. This in turn is 
extended laterally with ówingsô on both sides 
under low curved roofs like the side aisles of 
a traditionally planed church. 
Inside, the approach through the former 
chapel must be the most impressive entrance 
of any church in the archdiocese. At the 
transition point between old and new, a vast 
óglass tapestryô like a mediaeval rood hangs 
from what was the chancel arch of the origi-
nal chapel. Its abstract design suggests a 
cross within which the story and symbolism 
of the Christian faith are depicted (a key to 
the composition is available at the church). 
This great work of art was made by German-
Australian glass artist Klaus Zimmer and 
fabricator Julia Dunn. 
As you pass through the glass doors from the 
chapelôs contained and formal space, the 
new church seems to burst open around you, 
filled with light and with the chiaroscuro of 
dramatic angles and planes. The glazed 
walls convey a sense of space that reaches 
out beyond the actual confines of the build-
ing. Timber fittings and finishes throughout 
give texture and richness. 
It is interesting to note how the ceiling and 
roof of the new building have been designed 

PRAYER OF THE SACRED HEART PARISH, CROYDON 
Sacred Heart of Jesus be with us and send us wisdom through the Holy Spirit to guide our decisions and actions, so that we may do our 
part in the building of the Kingdom of God. May we reflect to all the loving care of God our Father. May we grow in the likeness of you 
the Son who came to serve and give your life for all. May Mary, our Mother, and our special Patrons, St Edmund and St Francis de Sales 
plead on our behalf to the Father, through You the Son in the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Continued from  front page 
to flow forward from the old, binding the 
two together and continuing through the 
extended building to lead the eye to the new 
altar and the crucifix suspended above it.  
In some churches of the last 30 years or so, 
where the altar is in an angle formed by a 
canted roof and converging walls, there is 
an impression that the sanctuary is not the 
chief focus of the building. This sense of 
diminishment has been avoided in two ways 
in the design of the Sacred Heart Church, 
even though the roof does slope towards the 
sanctuary. One is by the inward conver-
gence of the upper walls, which óchannelô 
the eye towards the crucifix. The other is by 
the much greater height of this windowless 
óupper naveô, so that the space containing 
the crucifix and altar has a verticality which 
makes it the obvious focal point of the inte-
rior. 
The altar, designed by the architects, has 
great dignity – a long mensa on a rough-
hewn stone base. The same material is used 
for the front, in its traditional place near the 
main door of the church. The place of Res-
ervation is to the left of the altar, with the 
tabernacle two-sided so that it faces both 
into the church and into an Adoration Chap-
el behind the tall, plain stone screen. This 
screen serves as a simple reredos to the 
main altar and óanchorsô the crucifix to the 
sanctuary below. The crucifix is remarkable 
in itself. Its soaring figure, the work of 
sculptor Leopoldine Mimovich, represents 
Christ both on the cross and in the moment 
of Resurrection. Other timber sculptures in 
the church by sculptor Eva Schubert have 
the proportion and form of more traditional 
Gothic carvings. The new church, with 
space for 520 worshippers, was solemnly 
dedicated at Pentecost in 2001. In 2013 a 
relic of St Edmund of Abingdon, a 13th-
centure archbishop of Canterbury, was 
placed in the altar. St Edmund was the dedi-
cation of the earlier parish church of Croy-
don, demolished when the parish moved 
into the monastery buildings. 
The monastery buildings are used by the 
parish for various purposes. Part of the 
parishôs retreat centre and part used by the 
school. Well worth a visit is the truly ócoolô 
café opened in the former laundry, where 
parishioners and parents can meet after 
Mass or dropping their children at school. 
Written by Christopher Akehurst, a Mel-
bourne journalist with a special interest 
in architecture. Article appears in 
óMelbourne Catholicô magazine in  
November 2018 

  

monasteryhill  

mailto:contact@sacredheartcroydon.org
http://www.sacredheartcroydon.org/


 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 2018 
 

Monday  3 December 
St Francis Xavierñmemorial 

9am    Rosary 
9.30am  Communion Service 
10.30am-11.45am  Magnificat Prayer Group 
 

Tuesday  4 December 
First week of Advent 

9.00am  Rosary 
9.30am  Mass 
10.00am-1.00pm Library 
 

Wednesday  5 December 
First week of Advent 

9.00am  Rosary 
9.30am  Mass 
10.30am  Volunteer ôThank Youõ Morning Tea 
2.00 pm  Choir Practice 
 

Thursday  6 December 
First week of Advent 

9.00am  Rosary 
9.30am  Mass 
6.00pm  Carols at Sacred Heart Primary 
 

Friday  7 December 
St AmbroseñMemorial 

8.00 am  Rosary in Chapel 
8.30am  Adoration Divine Mercy  
8.55-9.25am Silent Adoration 
9.30am  Mass 
7.30pm  Reconciliation 
 

Saturday  8 December 
The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

6.00pm  Vigil Mass preceded by   
   Confession from 5.30pm 
7.30pm  Neocatechumenal Mass 
 

Sunday  9 December 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

8.15am  Mass 
10.15am  Mass,  followed by tea and coffee. 
 
 
 
 

Special Collection:  
 

 

Next weekõs Readings: 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Baruch 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6 
 
 

Next week Readers:     8 & 9 Dec 
6:00pm:  Kaye Lawrence  
8.15am:  Jenny Majoos 
10.15am:  Kevin Collins and Dorie Size 
 

 
 

If you see  
that concerns you,  

. 
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àÖÜÙɯÎÙÈÛÐÛÜËÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÕÒÚÎÐÝÐÕÎɯ 

ÛÖÞÈÙËÚɯ&ÖËȮɯ 

ÈÕËɯÊÈÕɯÏÌÓ×ɯÒÌÌ×ɯÖÜÙɯ×ÈÙÐÚÏɯÈÓÐÝÌɯ 

ÏÌÓ×ÐÕÎɯÛÙÈÕÚÍÖÙÔɯɯÐÛÚɯÍÜÛÜÙÌȭ 

Young at 

Heart Club  

 Trip to Adelaide in 2019 
We did not have a chance to ar-

range a 4 day coach tour for this 

year, however, Greg is looking into 

a 4 day, 3 nights, coach and train 

tour to Adelaide for March 9 ð12th, 

2019.  Cost will be $400.00 per per-

son and includes coaches, train 

travel, twin share accommodation 

(plus breakfast).  
  

all Parishionerõs are welcome to join 

us on this trip  
  

For a full itinerary or any enquiries 

please contact Greg Andrews on 

9728 4439 or  

E: gregandrews48@bigpond.com  

 

Daily Mass Book ñ2019 

We have received next years cop-

ies of the Daily Mass Book. If you 

would like your own personal copy, 

they are available in the Parish Of-

fice at a discounted rate of $15 

each. (subsidised by Parish) RR 

$26.50  

 

 

¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ  ό{ŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ  
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ύ  ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ммǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлму 
Pledged  $2,123.30 Received  $1,592.50 

. 

Seniorõs Mass and  

 Luncheon  
 

On Thursday  

13th December there will be a  

Seniorõs Mass at 10.30am, followed 

by a light lunch in the  

Dining Room.  

 

Menõs Club  

Next meeting is on Wednesday 12th  

December at 7.30pm.   

All are welcome.  

 

Christmas 

Cards  
 

Hand made 

religious cards 

will be on sale 

after 10.15 Mass each  

Sunday.  

Cards are $2.00 each to support 

Mission Works of the Sisters of Mercy.  

You can place orders with Sr. Gabri-

el either after 10.15 Mass or if Sister is 

not available, by phone (9725 

1154), leave a message, your name 

In honour of our volunteers (all those who helped in any 
way - no task too small, for example - from getting wax off 
the carpet to displaying the amazing flower arrangements, 
from picking up rubbish from the pews after Mass to  
cleaning the Narthex after morning tea, from putting  
stickers onto the TG boxes to taking the boxes to those  
parishioners who cannot collect them, from taking  
communion to the sick to providing luncheons for our  

seniors each month etc.)  
and their dedication to Sacred Heart Parish, 

Fr. Len, Fr. Raju and staff  
at Sacred Heart Parish  

cordially invite all volunteers to a 

t han k  y ou  morning tea . 
 

Where: in the Rose Room 
When: Wednesday 5th December 
Time: 10.30 am (after Mass) 

 
I am only one, 
But I am one. 

I canôt do everything, 
But I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do. 

And with the grace of God, I will do. 

Reconciliation 

St Vincent de Paul Annual 

Christmas Appeal  
Vinnies Annual Christmas Hamper 
Appeal currently being conducted is to 
help the Poor and Needy in our area 
enjoy their Christmas.  
The tree, in the Narthex, has separate 
cards giving details of our require-
ments, such as a Family Hamper or 
male  and female, children's gifts.  
Please select a card(s) from this tree 
and return the items to the Narthex, 
together with the identifying card, no 
later than Sunday 9th December . 
 
Thank you to those that have already 
taken a card and returned their 

present/hamper. 
There are still 
quite a number 
of cards on the 
tree, if you are 
able to help, 
please take one 
so we can help 

those in need 
enjoy their  
Christmas.  
 

Thank you.  

Sacred Heart Church  

 Sacramental  

 Programme  

 for 2019 
 

This is a programme for all catholic 

children residing within the Croy-

don Parish, attending non -Catholic 

schools who would like to cele-

brate the sacraments of First Rec-

onciliation; First Eucharist and Con-

firmation.  
  

Parent Information Evening  

12th February  

7.30pm in the Rose Room  

(Rm 3 off the cloisters)  

 

It is important that Parentõs or 

Guardianõs who wish their child/

children to receive sacraments in 

2019 attend this meeting.  

 

Teachers will be available to dis-

cuss your childõs needs. 
 

DOWNLOAD FREE: THE NEW  

MELBOURNE CATHOLIC APP FOR  

IPHONE AND ANDROID 

Enjoy Melbourne Catholic  on -the -go 

with our new app! Search for Mass 

times (including different language 

Mass times), across parishes and 

deaneries. Access the Archbishopõs 

homilies, Melbourne Catholic trend-

ing news, daily Mass Readings, pray-

ers and weekly reflections, events 

and Plenary Council 2020 updates.  

Bus/Van Drivers 
This is an important ministry to sup-

port parishioners who cannot other-

wise get to Sunday 10:15am Mass.  

   We have two bus runs, one leav-

ing from Aquinas College, Ring-

wood, and the other leaving from 

Mt Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale.  

   To continue this ministry we need 

more drivers. A car licence is all that 

is required to drive the van.  

   If you can assist, please contact 

the Parish Office on 9724 4888.  

PARISH LIBRARY  
Parishioners are invited to visit the 

Library which is located at the top 

of the centre stairwell. The centre 

stairwell is located between the Din-

ing room and the Green Room. I 

also ask you to return books you 

may have borrowed, so please 

check at home. The Library is open 

every Tuesday after 10am during 

school terms.  
Prayer of the Voluntary Worker  
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Let me be a person who inspires trust 

In those who suffer and lament 

In those who look for light far from You 

In those who would like to begin and do not know how to  

In those who would like to confide in someone 

But do not feel that they can.  

Lord, help me, 

So that I do not pass anyone by 

With an indifferent countenance, 

With my heart closed, 

With a hurried step. 

Lord, help me to become aware immediately  

Of those who are next to me, 

Of those who are worried and disorientated, 

Of those who suffer without showing it,  

Of those who feel isolated without wanting to be. 

Lord, free me from selfishness, 

So that I can serve You, 

So that I can love You, So that I can listen to You, 

So that I can welcome You 

In everyone of my brothers 

That you make me meet, 

Amen. 

Reconciliation 
Friday 7th December 

7:30p.m. 
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